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The Minoan Civilization is the fi rst link 
in the European chain of civilizations* 
When sir Arthur Evans brought to light the magnifi cent palace of Knossos, in late 19th century, he revealed 
to the world the oldest Greek civilization and, in essence, the fi rst European Civilization. This civilization 
was named Minoan, after King Minos, famous from the stories of Theseus, Minotaur and Labyrinth; it starts 
around 3500 BC and ends abruptly around 1400 BC, most probably due to an earthquake or a tsunami 
following the eruption of the volcano of Santorini.
The marvelous Minoan Palaces with their complex architecture, their mesmerizing murals, as well as the 
jewelry and the artifacts, the ceramics, the writings and the signs, have confi rmed what we already knew 
from historical sources: Homer writes about the wondrous oblong Greek island with its 100 cities, the 
famous Ekatompolin, ruled by the wise and fair king Minos; and Aristotle calls Minos the builder of the 
formidable Cretan empire that dominated the Aegean and surrounding seas. 
The package in your hands contains a lavish visual book along with genuine mural painting, built with our 
Exact Replicas™  technology (see more in the sidebar Exact Replicas™ All the Diefference in the world!). 
Together, they are a unique Minoan present, that combines culture and art in the highest production 
quality, representing the highest value. There are several Minoan Treasures packages, all with the same 
collectible book but with different mural replicas, for you to choose. All themes come from the famous 
original mural paintings found in the palace of Knossos, now kept and displayed in the Archaeological 
Museum of Herakleion, Crete. Among them, the captivating Ladies in Blue, the awe-inspiring 
Tavrokathapsia (Bull Leaping) and the magnifi cent Dolphins that adorned the Mansion of the Queen.
The fi rst part of this marvelous book is a spectacular Minoan visual narration, supported by captions in 
6 languages; page after page, picture after picture, the reader wonders at the beauty and strength of a 
unique civilization that laid the path to Classical Greece, the Alexandrian Age, the Roman and Byzantine 
Empires and all Modern Western Civilizations. The second part of the book is an extended overview of 
the Minoan Civilization, once again in 6 languages, referenced to the visual narration. Absolutely top in 
production quality, the book is a true gem that sparkles both on the coffee-table and in the home library.
All our products are exclusively produced in Greece with the most advanced technologies available, 
using environmentally friendly processes, thoroughly overseen by a high level committee of Publishers, 
Scientists and Artists. See more at www.hshop.gr/minoan.

*Durant, William James, The Story of Civilization

EXACT REPLICAS™
All the difference in the world!
How is it possible to look at beautifully preserved mural paintings 
made some 5000 years ago? Ancient craftsmen, seeking to imitate 
nature, developed the technique of painting in freshly-laid lime 
plaster. The pigment is merged with the wet plaster and as the plas-
ter dries, the painting becomes an integral part of the wall, result-
ing in excellent durability. Called Nopographia in Greek, from the 
words nopos – fresh and graphia – painting, the technique fl ourished 
in Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine times, only to become dominant  
during  European Renaissance, better known with its Latin name, 
Fresco. 

Seeking to replicate the art of nopography/fresco, our artists and 
engineers created a brilliant solution, using modern day tools and an 
environmentally friendly process. The substrate is a genuine mural 
plate, made of the best modern day art plaster. The ancient art is 
digitally scanned with maximum resolution and is then printed by 
a state-of-the-art Digital Flatbed UV Printer, using a wide gamut 
color base for maximum color fi delity. While being printed with high 
quality inks, the substrate is treated with Ultra-Violet light microex-
posure, leading to instant polymerization of the inks. The result is a 
true reproduction with maximum fi delity to the original and excep-
tional durability, true to the name of Exact Replicas™.

Exact Replicas™ is an innovative family of products seeking to 
provide copies of museum artifacts with maximum fi delity to the 
original and high durability, in environmentally friendly processes 
using the best reproduction technology available today. 
See more at www.hshop.gr/exactreplicas/fresco.

(1) Bull head rhyton, with golden horns and a hole for 
drinking at the bottom. Dated in the 16th century BC.

(2) The marvelous corridor of the North Entrance to the 
palace of Knossos leading to the Western Bastion. It is 
decorated with a large fresco of a charging bull.

(3) The famous golden ring of King Minos, brought to 
light after being buried for 3000 years. It is a signet ring 
of exquisite art dated around 1450-1400 BC.

EXCUSIVELY PRODUCED
IN GREECE

The Exact Replicas™ in these packages 
come from an original mural painting found 
in the palace of Knossos, now kept and 
displayed in the Archaeological Museum 
of Herakleion, Crete. There are several 
packages containing the same book but 
different pictorial mural plates, for you 
to choose. Among them, the captivating 
Ladies in Blue, the awe-inspiring Tavrokat-
hapsia (Bull Leaping) or the magnifi cent 
Dolphins that adorned the Mansion of the 
Queen. 
See more at www.hshop.gr/minoan.
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PHILOSOPHIC
SOCIETY

ΦΙΛΟΣΟΦΙΚΗ
ΕΤΑΙΡΕΙΑ

The Philosophic Society  was founded with the mission to diffuse the 
Achievements, the Power, the Beauty and the Uniqueness of the Greek 
Civilization from antiquity to modern times to the widest possible pub-
lic, introducing innovative products of all forms, by taking advantage of 
the latest enabling technologies. 
Based in Athens, Greece, Philosophic Society is home to a dedicated 
group of people with extensive backgrounds in Publishing, Art and Aca-
demia, driven by their love, admiration and knowledge of the essence of 
Greece through the eons. 
See more at www.philosophic.eu.


